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Congratulations

A word from the editor
All the leaves are brown and the skies are grey.
As we are now officially in the full swing of
Autumn, it's time to tuck those shades away
and bring out the slightly warmer woollies and
get cosy.
We are part of a bigger short term project
initiated by Clarion Futures. It's called InterAct
and aims to connect and strengthen the
community through various ways. We chose to
find out more about what you want and how,
together, we can make that happen. If you
came to the Vintage Tea Party, the Black
Panther movie night, Big Lunch or if I knocked
on your door, expect to soon receive a
personal invitation to a Community Bring n
Share dinner where we'll explore a bit more
around what we found out from you all. Please
RSVP asap so we can plan well. We'll provide
the mains whilst you bring a started or dessert
to share. I'm certainly looking forward to it!
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Don't miss...
Our Halloween party on Sat 27th October
6-9pm. Ghoulish fun and frightful food
will be on the agenda for the night. If you
dare to come, we encourage you to get
dressed up in your scary outfits and be in
the chance of winning a prize.
We're ever grateful to those who
continuously help at this event. Once again,
we're looking for a dream team to make
this happen. Please get in touch with
Alicja or Maria if you can help on the
night or in advance.
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We are very excited to announce that
our youth club will be returning soon!
The board of trustees have committed
some funds to kickstart the come back.
We hope this is awesome news to
those of you who have begged for the
return of the popular youth club.
We'll shortly be beginning the hunt for
a great youth club leader who'll take
the reigns, with support from the
trustees and staff. We are eager to get
going with exciting activities and
events with major input from the most
important people, you young people
(sorry adults)!
To give you a quick rundown, we'll be
running the club every Wednesday at
5-7pm. Expect food, friends and plenty
of fun! We'll still be casting our votes
for those nominated for a Jack Petchey
Award (did you see our pics from the
ceremony at the Churchill Theatre,
Bromley. Hint; Instagram and
Facebook :)) and much more.

Calling all local

8 - 13
year olds

For those old and new, we'll run a
taster day before we go crazy with a
totally shiny, new club launch. If you're
8-13 years old, this is the place to be!
Again. If you're 14-16 and would like to
volunteer at the club, speak to one of
us about being a Young Leader to, you
know...lead things. We're ready and
waiting to welcome you to the team.
We'll update you very soon about
about start dates. Whilst you're
waiting, if you want to join our mailing
list, please contact us on
info@hlca.org.uk. Exciting times lay
ahead!

Black Heroes Soul Food Café
comes to St Hugh’s
It started last month, September 2018 and there'll be plenty more to come!
Black Heroes Soul Food Cafe is inspired by the original Black Heroes in the Hall of Fame
show that is celebrated nationally and internationally, for its moving tribute to 5000 years
of Black History.
The Black Heroes Foundation project is a project that develops cultural awareness and
promotes a world where Black Heroes are acknowledged, respected and celebrated.
Please come and participate as an audience member or creative artist sharing your
expression of celebration whether it be song, spoken word or visual art. We look forward
to celebrating with you.
Please come along and join in the review and celebrations, the quizzes, the open mic
section (if you fancy it) and learn about the culture as you also share your views.
These nights are open and welcoming to everyone from every culture, so please do join
us.
This is a Black History Month event, that runs throughout the year! With us, every month
is a Black History Month.
We are at St Hugh's Community Centre every last Tuesday of the month 7pm-8:30pm.
Our next event is on Tues 23rd October 2018 where we look forward to welcoming you!
Entry is FREE but we do kindly ask for donations.
More info can be found at blackheroesfoundation.org

Thanks A Gazillion!
THANK
YOU
To everyone who has volunteered with us
over the last year, we want to say a megasized THANK YOU to you all! Many of the
things we do would simply not be possible
without you. I believe that as an
organisation, we lead by example. Our
board of Trustees are volunteers and they
are often found volunteering in other
projects elsewhere too. Our staff also
volunteer in projects outside of St Hugh's
such as food banks and local schools.
Volunteers bring so much value, skills and
energy to us and we are so grateful for that.
We'd particularly like to thank the Extra
Time group who, through love and a cup of
tea, look after the community garden. They
dug up plenty of mint and potatoes recently
and will be planning the winter garden very
soon.
We'd also like to say thank you to Bert. The
Extra Time club was previously funded and
sadly, the funding came to an end, meaning
that the exercise classes would stop. The
group were saddened by this but decided
they'd carry on moving and shaking in the
meantime. Bert lead this class using all the
knowledge that had been passed onto him
by the coaches. It was such a warm sight to
see the group coming together week in,
week out and dedicate themselves to their
health, well being and friendships. Long
may it last!

at every youth club session since the
funding ceased. Her commitment was
admirable and she saw it as a way of giving
back to something that the whole community
benefits from. We look forward to welcoming
her back when the Youth Club returns.
Thank you also to Linda, our trustee, for her
faithful and unending support to the youth
club.
To everyone who has supported as in the
various ways at our events, we bow down to
you. Events can be hectic behind the scenes
but seem to be able to make them look quite
graceful. Again, thank you for that. Some of
the events we had this year where your
support was greatly appreciated were our
Vintage Tea Party (thanks Game
Changers!!), our BBQ, the Big Lunch and
our movie night. We're looking forward to
our Halloween Party (shameless plug and
call to action) so if you'd love to help with
that event on Sat 27th Oct, please get in
touch as soon as you can.
Earlier this year, it was our turn to support a
resident-led activity, litter picking. We had
two sessions and we dealt with a whole lot
of rubbish. We'd love to see this continue.
Guys, these things are what make a
community. This is what a community is
about. And this is what we want to
encourage and develop.

The author, Edward Everett Hale, said
We'd also like to throw a million thank you's 'coming together is a beginning, keeping
at Anita, who, come rain or shine, helped
together is progress; working together is
every week at our youth club
success'. We couldn't agree more.

We Need You!
We had a dream and you were in it!

Rome wasn't built in a day, you don't harvest
your potatoes on the same day that you sow
them and I didn't wake up like this! It all takes
work. But just like Martin, we have a dream.
And that's our starting point. One evening not
so long ago, over some sandwiches and San
Pellagrino, we knocked heads with a few
local residents and began planning our 3-5
year vision with their input. It was our way of
saying 'hey, we've done pretty well so far, but
what more can we do. Barry, from
Community Links Bromley, facilitated the
session for us at Anerley Town Hall (thanks
for the space!) and started by asking us
'What do you see that is different for Hilda
Lane Community Association in 3-5 years'
time?'.
The ideas started flying, the obstacles
became clearer. but somewhere between the
two, our vision was beginning to form. There
were talks of rooftop swimming pools (sorry
folks, not gonna happen!) and more paid
members of staff. One of the trustees dream
is to have a paid accountant. I'd love to say
she doesn't get out very often, but that would
be most untrue! I'm pretty sure Dubai is her
next trip. By the end of the evening, we
started what would be our first draft of our
vision. Check it out on the right. It illustrates
what areas are priorities for us to develop
and where we need to focus our energy.

To make these happen, WE NEED YOU.
So we are appealing to all you movers &
shakers, do-good'ers and activists.
Whether it's your time, expertise or
connections, we want you with us building
a community of immense possibilities.
We're talking vibrant trustees, youth club
supporters, volunteer managers, marketing
people, architects. The list goes on.
So essentially, if you want to give back to
the community, we absolutely want to hear
from you! Please get in touch with Maria.
We'll provide/source training where
necessary, cover the usual volunteer's
expenses and support you throughout. We
hope to hear from you soon. Ps, our
Halloween party is coming up soon.
maria.ako@hlca.org.uk / 07834 770 009

Getting paid to Walk

Thank you #Teamjackman
We had an amazing summer with the NCS this year. The 15-17
year olds were supported by staff to plan and deliver 3-day
sessions. We were treated to an open mic event by Team
Jackman, who really impressed us and did us proud. They
encouraged our youngsters to sing, dance, recite poetry and
serenade us with a lovely piano recital. Of course, the jokes
couldn't be left out from our two local 10 year old comedians.
They did grab their coats so they will be working on giving us belly
laughs for the next event. Everyone worked together to produce a
lovely welcome sign, which you'll now find hanging in the entrance
way at the centre. The food was great, the atmosphere was
buzzing and it was all in all a pretty great day.
BUT to top it all off, they announced to us that they had taken a
sponsored walk a few days prior on our behalf (that was a fab
surprise) and, wait for it... they raised just under £500 just for
taking a stroll! Three cheers to them! We are bowled over. A letter
of appreciation was sent to their managers from our Trustees.
Once our youth club returns, together, we'll decide what that
money will go towards.
If you're 15-17 years old, we would absolutely recommend The
Challenge by The National Citizen Service (NCS). Check them out
and speak to your parents.
A great big thank you from all of us here! We value all the hard
work, effort and thought that was put in.
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