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A word from the editor
Welcome to our July-Sept  2017 edition of our 
newsletter as we eagerly watch our 
sunflowers growing super quick. Since the last 
edition, plenty has been happening on and 
behind the scenes (check out the back page 
for some recent Insta pics). You got to know 
John, our trustee a bit better, the children's 
gardening club turned into detectives for their 
Easter egg hunt, we held our first Big Lunch 
and the (water!) guns came out as we thought 
the kids looked thirsty; so we watered 
(actually, soaked) them. They loved it as they 
donned their swimming costumes and shorts! 
This quarter, we're looking forward to and 
getting ready for our BBQ (29th July) and 
summer activities. 

In this issue... 
We're  giving you plenty of ways to 
volunteer in your community. Because 
we're lovely like that! Our local kids 
need you; read on to find out more. 
Check out our Summer timetable. 
See how the Big Lunch went and find 
out what our Extra Time ladies 
cooked with the Jamie Oliver 
Foundation in Selhurst park.    
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BBQ Fundraiser

On Sat 29th July, we'll be rocking the local 
area once again with our community bbq 
and you're invited! This year, we've decided 
to mix things up a little; the bbq will be a 
fundraiser for our youth club, so even 
more reason to come and join us to support 
this fantastic cause. Every year, we commit 
to making this bbq affordable for all and 
cover many of the costs ourselves. However, 
funding for our youth club has ended and 
alternative sources are difficult to attain. So 
we decided to fundraise for it to keep it 
going for the local children, for which it is so 
important for. 
We'll be holding a cake sale full of 
scrumptious goodies so we'd love your 
baked goods. We'll have inflatables, a 
medieval sword fight display, a fire engine 
and firemen, Men In Sheds woodwork 
workshop (and selling goods), facepainting, 
a DJ, 
dance displays, a raffle with great prizes, 

Youth Club
Sat 29th July 12-4pm

 food galore and more. We'll also be joined 
by the Mayor of Bromley on the day. Fun 
and exciting times ahead! Once again, we're 
shouting from the rooftops about the need 
for volunteers to help make this day a 
success and raise plenty of bucks. So, Maria 
and Anita (local mum and resident) will be 
having a volunteer's planning get together
night on Wed 12th July 5-6:30pm for 
anyone who wants to lend a hand in any 
way, so please join them. There'll 
be prosecco and pizza :).
How can you help? 
~ come to the volunteers planning (Wed       
    29th Jul 5pm) 
 ~ Bake/buy a cake for the cake sale 
 ~ Help set up/pack away on the day 
 ~ run a stall 
Contact Maria on 07834 770 009 or 
maria.ako@hlca.org.uk if you can help.



Rest In Peace John Strath
John, as he was known to all his friends and family, lived 
close to the river Thames in Bermondsey, London. He 
was the youngest of seven children. After leaving school 
in Bermondsey, he served in the Royal Navy and in the 
latter part of the Second World War in South Africa. After 
the war, John worked in Insurance based in the City of 
London. His greatest passion was ballroom dancing 
where he achieved gold bar medallist status at the 
famous Frank and Spencer school of dance. John was a 
confirmed batchelor who gave an immense amount of 
time to others. He supported and cared for his parents 
and much loved sister, Ivy, as well as other members of the family. He often took his 
parents out for a drive in his beloved Vauxhall Victor car. After John's parents passed 
away, he moved to St Hugh's estate with his sister Ivy, until she passed away. In his latter 
years, John gave support to his local community in Penge and Anerley with various 
charities. He was on the St Hugh's residents association and was the chairman and 
secretary at different times. He was always immaculately dressed and could often be seen 
in the area in his city suit with polished shoes and umbrella. During this time, John worked 
with his very close friend Linda who, in recent years had given John considerable support 
as his health failed. The kindness, love and attention contributed considerably to John's 
care. John will be missed by many people, especially his niece Carol and her family. John's 
life was full of the love that he gave to others patiently and kindly. He was greatly loved by 
his family and friends and we hope the memory of him lives on for long time. ~ HLCA
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Big Lunch. Big Success!

Thank You!
To all of you who responded  to my hand- 
written letter, I'd like to say a very big thank 
you! To all of you who let me know you 
couldn't make, but also that it was a great 
idea, thank you! And now, for all the 
delicious culinary delights you cooked and 
shared with us, a mega thank you too you. 
To everyone who helped in any kind of way, 
it was much appreciated. But most 
importantly, to everyone who joined us on 
the day in true community spirit, I am truly 
happy for that. I met some new faces, saw 
some old faces and we had a good time 
over some jollof rice and chicken and 
chorizo kebabs! Honestly, I didn't know what 
to expect. I thought I may sitting outside on 
my own with some sorry looking 
sandwiches that I'd made. What a sight for 
sore eyes! But the food and people kept on 
coming. We had mini battered frankfurters, 
quiches, fried fish, roasted chicken, chicken 
curry, 

stew chicken, breads, cakes, crisps, cheese 
bakes flapjacks and so much more! Thank 
you for all the donation of food. The children 
were the guardians of the food and they 
took their jobs very serious! We were 
entertained by the Pengenista Samba 
drummers who bravely let the kids have a 
go also! We also had a group of young 
salsa dancers who were fantastic and you 
can see them again at our bbq on 29th July. 
We attempted to make some giant bubbles, 
but they didn't go quite to plan, so we'll try 
again at our bbq. 
For me, this was quite an important event 
because I'm a big (well, huge actually) 
believer in the power of community. The 
things that can happen when we come 
together are quite magical and on the day, I 
saw people chatting laughing and even 
dancing away with others they'd not met 
before. That was quite special and will 
hopefully give birth to something even 
greater. Let's get together more often! Hope 
to see you at the bbq. Much love, Maria x



Free Gym Membership for 
Good Deeds

Calling all young people 16-25yrs

If you're 16-25 years old, then you could 
grab yourself 1 year gym membership 
card for FREE (worth £400)! All you 
need to do is 30 hours voluntary work 
over a 6 month period. That's it. But the 
brilliant thing about this is that you get 
your gym card immediately when you 
sign up. However, if you haven't started 
volunteering withing 2-3 months, your 
card will be cancelled, so no sneaky 
business here. If you are currently 
volunteering, those hours can contribute 
to the total. You'll be able to use any of 
the MyTime gyms in the Bromley 
Borough (we have Beckenham Spa just
down the road).At St Hugh's,we have 
various volunteering opportunities. For 
example, you could volunteer at our 
youth club for 3 hours a week and you 
would have completed your 30 hours in 
less than 3 months! But why stop there? 
I'm sure once you get the volunteering 
bug, you'll want to continue with it.  

 During the summer, we have a very 
busy programme so there are plenty of 
opportunities to lend a hand and make a 
difference locally. Check out the 
programme on the centre pages. We're 
excited about our social action club, 
Game Changers, which definitely need 
volunteers and input from young people. 
You'll need to report your volunteering 
hours on a regular basis and can 
choose when and where you want to 
volunteer. Being a part of this also gives 
you free access to training and 
accredited courses, you will have 1-2-1 
support from a member of staff from 
Clarion Housing Group to identify what 
your needs are. 

If you're interested, please get in touch 
with Maria and we can get you 
connected to sign up for this fantastic 
deal. 
maria.ako@hlca.org.uk 
07834 770 009



A sight to be seen
We'd like to say a big thank you 
to Mosh from the London 
Underground for the very kind 
donation of hi-viz vests. This 
means we'll be able to travel in a 
safer manner when we go on 
trips with the children and 
young people from our youth 
club. We may get them saying 
that it doesn't quite match their 
outfits





Meet A Trustee!
In this issue, we introduce you to Linda and dig a bit deeper. All 6 

trustees help make the centre work behind the scenes and give up their
time freely in true community spirit. So get ready to keep up with Linda

My name is Linda Huggins. Many of 
you on the estate and beyond know 
me. I was married in March 1967 at 
St Augustine's Church, Churchfields 
Road, Beckenham. Sadly, the church 
has now been converted to flats. We 
lived in Marlow Road, Anerley, for 10 
years where my husband, Dave and I 
had 2 children; Tony and Tracy. Aged 
4, Tony was diagnosed with acute 
lymphoblastic leukaemia and was 
given only a short few years to 
live. The shock caused me to 
miscarry, but during the four years 
that Tony was in and out of Great 
Ormond Street Hospital, I had 
another son, Steven. Our little flat 
became overcrowded and we were 
fortunate to be moved into my present 
home in Chalkenden Close. He died 
three months after we moved in. 
I was blessed with another son, 

Andrew, eight years later. During this 
time an elderly lady, Hilda Lane, 
knocked on my door asking if I'd like 
to join the resident's association as 
she felt I needed something to keep 
me busy since losing my son. So I 
joined.  I was also Brown Owl for the 
9th Beckenham Brownies at St 
Augustine's. Here I am today 40 years 
later and still on the St Hugh's 
Community Association with many 
changes and people coming and 
going on the way. We managed to get 
a community centre from 
Bromley Council in 1982 and it is still 
going strong. We are self-sufficient 
and the youth club I started in our old 
community centre is still going today, 
except we are on the third generation 
of children and young people but I still 
like to do arts and crafts with them. 



Cont.

 I was an active member of The 
Federation of Bromley Residents 
(FBR) and later became a director. I 
was a director of the BHA board 
representing tenants and leaseholders. 
I became chairperson of St Hugh's 
residents association when our 
founder, Mrs Hilda Lane, passed 
away. This prompted us to rename our 
association in her memory to the Hilda 
Lane Community Association (HLCA). 
I am a trustee of HLCA and company 
secretary with five others. 
I joined the Neighbourhood Watch and 
I'm chair of the Safer Neighbourhood 
Panel known as the Police Advisory 
Panel. I'm a Snow friend with Bromley 
Council. I'm chair of Affinity Sutton's 
Resident's Association Panel in 
Bromley as well as representing 
residents in other focus groups and 
panels.  I sit on Stage 2 complaint 
panels for Affinity Sutton, now Clarion 
as an independent resident for the 
tenant or leaseholders complaint to be  

heard fairly. I'm also a panel member 
for the Complaints Service Task Team 
for Clarion. I attend various training 
sessions to try and keep up with all the 
changes and new rules. Like other 
trustees, I do some opening and closing 
at the centre. I do work with Penge 
Partners committee in the community. 
There's the over 60s events and Penge 
Festival throughout June, raising money 
for local charities to pay for these 
events. The heritage is another one we 
support e.g. plaques on Penge war 
memorial and renovate Mrs Marple's 
Victorian fountain in Penge Rec. I'm 
also a member of Penge and Anerley 
forum. I've been a judge for Penge in 
Bloom competitions. I've recently joined 
up with other skilled people as a trustee 
to keep Melvin Halls in Penge open and 
in use for the community. I love 
spending time with my grandchildren 
and family and we often go on holidays 
around the coast. Lunching with my 
friends is also quite high up on my list of 
things to do. I've always loved being a 
volunteer in the community and I've met 
a lot of different people from all walks of 
life over the last 40+ years and hope to 
continue for a bit longer.  
~ Linda Huggins 

Well, Linda is certainly active in the 
community so look out for her on her 
travels and at the centre.

''Here I am 40 years later 
and still on the St Hugh's 
Community Association''



Connect With Us
If you're on social media, you can find us on 

Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. Just search 
'st hugh's centre' 

St Hugh's Community Centre
42 Castledine Road, London SE20 8PL 

020 8659 7038 
info@hlca.org.uk

Check us out on


